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TODAY’S GOALS

1. Share some family history
2. Discuss how rescue and migration makes you 

build a new identity
3. Reflect ways family trauma affects future 

generations of families, including our own.
4. Standing up for civil engagement, democracy and 

antiracism



WHO AM I?



Growing up…….

I did not know the Holocaust had anything 
to do with me or my family.

As I found in my research, some people do 
grow up in a culture of silence. 



My Parents

Anneliese Hirsch

Dr Armin V. Glinert



My mother 
always talked 
about Ulm as a 
magical place.



Anonymous Letter Arrives 
March 1966



What do you 
think of 
when you see 
this picture? 



He was  soal great 
humanitarian. 

Without Albert Einstein, 

I would probably 

not have been born. 



z

Invitation to Ulm, 2018
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Why did Einstein care? Because my family was his family. 

ANNELIESE 
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GLINERT

My great-grandmother and his father were siblings. 

My grandmother Frida was his first cousin, just like his second wife Elsa 
was his first cousin. 



Learning about Einstein and meeting family



Our Family in the German Empire 
1871-1918 

and the Weimar Republic 
1918-1933



Rebeka Einstein, 1759- 1834, great grandmother of 
Friederike and Hermann Einstein and great, great 
grandmother of Albert & Frida, in Buchau.  There are 
over 100 Einstein and Moos graves in Bad Buchau!

Bad Buchau



z

CREATING IDENTITY

Beginning in 1871, 
Jews were allowed
to live in Ulm and 
become citizens.

In January 1886, 
Adolf Moos, born in 
Kappel, near 
Buchau, fought to 
become a citizen of 
Ulm.



The Moos family had a long history as merchants. This 
advertisement is from the store of my great-grandfather Adolf 
Moos, 27 August 1887, Ulm



My great-grandfather’s Moritz Hirsch’s 
store, M. u. H. Hirsch, Hafengaße 8-10. 
He established an identity in Ulm.
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My mother’s house
Neutorstraße 36.



Anneliese Hirsch with friends, 1928.

This was the world she knew where 

Jews and Gentiles played together.



Anneliese and Fritz Hirsch



Hitler and National Socialism 
Come to Germany 1933

Verfolgung und Flucht

PERSECUTION AND ESCAPE
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Hitler Imprisons Opposition: 
KZ Camps Oberer Kuhberg and Dachau

Communists

Socialists

Clergy

Outspoken 

Critics



Einstein experiences 
racism and discrimination

1922. Einstein receives 1921 Nobel Prize 
in physics “for service to theoretical 
physics” not for relativity which was 
called Jewish Science Many hated him 
for being a Jew and for his pacifism. He 
was nominated in ten of the previous 
twelve years but passed over because 
of antisemitism on the committee.

1929 Leipzig publishing house: 

One Hundred Authors Against 
Einstein.

December 1932, Einstein 
receives warning from German 
general his life “is not safe here 
anymore.” Leaves for US to 
teach at Pasadena for semester 
with 30 pieces of luggage. 

January 1933. Adolf Hitler takes 
power.

March 1933. Hitler begins imprisoning 
his opponents: communists, socialists, 
clergy, and other critical leaders. Einstein 
loses his position at the university.

Einstein becomes the target of 
an assassination attempt. “Not 
yet hanged”.

Spends summer in Belgium 
under protection of Belgian 
government. Upon advice, it 
was too close to Germany to 
protect him. They move under 
constant guard to England. 

July 1933 enlists support of 
prominent Americans to start 
the International Rescue 
Committee to help German 
Jews escape persecution

October 17, 1933: He moves to 
the USA and gains an 
appointment at the Center for 
Advanced Studies at Princeton.  

Noch Ungehängt



BOYCOTT OF JEWISH BUSINESSES IN ULM 1933
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My Mother’s Diary: Ulm, 13th May 1934

“Today I went to the Danube pool for the 1st time this year. The water was 17 
and the air was a warm 24 degrees. (63/75 F) 

I swam down with Lotte Strauss.

In the morning I went on a short bike ride. Richard, Lotte Strauss, Edith Hirsch 
were also there. It was wonderful."



Jews in Ulm are not welcome!





z

Diary of Anneliese Hirsch, August 1934

“How hot it is today, and I don’t think I can 

go back to the pool in the Danube. 

Among the cruel people, they don’t want 

me because I’m Jewish. 

What can I do about that? 

But Hermi and Mr. Schaalmann have taught 

me how beautiful Judaism is, so I will be 

proud and happy to be Jewish (to live for 

my Judaism).”



Ulm, 20th Aug. 1934 DIARY

1)Being able to laugh constantly and over little.

2) Being strong.

3) Being brave.

4) Maturing and staying pure.

5) Big thoughts, a pure heart.

6) Being devout. 



Diary of Anneliese Hirsch, 4 September 1934

“Today we read  The Jewish State by Herzl and talked about Zionism.” 

23 September 1934
“In the afternoon, Hans Hirsch came from Stuttgart to integrate us all into the 
German-Jewish Youth Group DJJ...I am dreadfully sad and unhappy, I am
completely despondent and don’t know why.” 

28 September 1934
“Today we debated the difference between Zionism and DJJ.”

10 October 1934
“We saw a movie today, Palestine. I thought German Jewish is wrong. At
Least the Zionists know what they fight for:  A land of freedom and the future. 
I dreamt of Palestine. But when I woke up, I am still a German Jew.”

7 June 1935
“It’s my confirmation today. I got 91 presents. It was festive in the synagogue today and no 
one got stuck.”



Quelle: Dokumentationszentrum Oberer Kuhberg e.V.

Beginning in the mid1930s, the Nazi threat became more dangerous. Albert 
Einstein began using his considerable prestige to help family members leave 
Germany.   This letter was written in 1935 for cousin, Alfred Moos, who 
emigrated first to England and then to Palestine.



1936
The Nuremberg Laws stripped Jews of political 
and social rights, prohibited intermarriage, 
confiscated businesses and at Easter, Jewish 
children were expelled from school.  

My mother was 15. 



In her own way, my mother protested silently through her action.  To 

counter the edict against schooling for Jewish children, my mother taught 

in  a new school for Jewish children. When in their innocence the children 

could not participate in Hitler Youth, she took them hiking, cycling, skiing 

and on other sporting adventures.  

Here we see her pictured with her students and the cantor/principal. 

Anneliese Hirsch und die Jüdische Schulklasse um 1936



Tagebucheintrag von Anneliese Hirsch am 30.10.1936

In this touching diary entry from October 1936, my mother wanders about 
Ulm and has a feeling of departure and loss, overwhelming sadness. She 
would never forget Ulm and her Danube, and she will always carry it in her 
heart.  



Die Pogromnacht am 9./10. November 1938. 

Kristallnacht. Men dragged out of their homes, marched nude in a 

fountain, beaten, many sent to Dachau.

It was time to make plans. The Hirsch family had lost control of their 

business, their synagogue was destroyed, their freedom gone.

Anneliese would leave first. 



Diary of Anneleise Hirsch, 4th Aug. 1939.

“I’m 18 ½ years old and soon emigrating alone, 

but I still have to produce my papers.

A disgrace actually, but you do it anyway. 

There is no need to write that there was a 9th 

November and that we’re living in a terrible, 

gruesome time, because I will never forget it. 

Nor do I need to stir up my feelings about Lotte 

no longer being here? What does stir up even 

mean? Has that wound ever healed? It will be 

with me for as long as I live."
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She would go to 

the US to her 

cousin Professor 

Albert Einstein in 

Princeton, NJ. 

It took almost a 
year to arrange.



Two days after she set sail on the SS. Manhattan, 
September 1, 1939, the Nazis invaded Poland. 

EINSTEIN RESCUES 
MY MOTHER!

My mother left Ulm by 
train. She was 18. When 
she crossed the French 
border, she was detained 
and interrogated by 
French police for 7 days. 



Name: Anneliese Hirsch
Arrival Date: 7 Sep 1939

Birth Date: abt 1921

Birth Location: Germany

Birth Location Other:
ulm

Age: 18
Gender: Female

Ethnicity/ Nationality:
German

Friend's Name: Prof. Albert Einstein

Port of Departure:
Le Havre, France

Port of Arrival: New York, New York
Ship Name: Manhattan

Source Citation
Year: 1939; Arrival: New York, New York; Microfilm Serial: T715, 1897-1957; Microfilm Roll: Roll 6395; 
Line: 22; Page Number: 55
Original data:
Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1820-1897. Microfilm Publication M237, 675 
rolls. NAI: 6256867. Records of the U.S. Customs Service, Record Group 36. National Archives at 
Washington, D.C.

Destination 112 Mercer Street, Princeton, NJ

FROM PASSENDER MANIFEST OF SS. MANHATTAN

Source Citation
Year: 1939; Arrival: New York, New York; Microfilm Serial: T715, 1897-1957; Microfilm Roll: Roll 6395; Line: 22; Page 
Number: 55
Original data: Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1820-1897. Microfilm Publication M237, 675 
rolls. NAI: 6256867. Records of the U.S. Customs Service, Record Group 36. National Archives at Washington, D.C.

http://research.archives.gov/description/6256867
http://research.archives.gov/description/6256867


Letter from French 
Policeman

August 1939

My dear girl,

By the time my letter reaches you, you will have arrived in the United States. 
Thousands of kilometers separate us. You made such an impression on me that I can 
say, and I’ll say it now come what may, that I will never forget you! I will always keep 
the memory of you deep in my heart as a pious feeling and your gentle image will 
never fade from my eyes. 

After your departure last night, I was happy to see you again but also deeply sad to 
have left you. The next day, I wanted to run to the train station to beg you to stay. But 
after considering all the difficulties you have due to your situation, which would have 
been made even worse by current events, I understand that I should remain 
reasonable and wait for better days. I think I’ve done the right thing….

Very latest news: French radio reported today, 1st September at 5:45 am, that Poland 
was attacked by German troops. In other words, this is the signal for war in Europe. 
France will honor her obligations to Poland and all her sons will fight for the noble 
cause of freedom as our fathers did in 1914. You see, my dear little friend, it would 
have been insane to keep you here, what would have become of you? I dare not think 
about it. …. I do not know what my fate will be tomorrow. However, should tragedy 
prevent me from returning, you may be assured that I shall have your sweet name on 
my lips before I die. 



Pro- Nazi Rally, Madison 
Square Garden

Voyage of the Damned 
SS. St Louis Refused Entry

Refusal of Kinder Transports

Lindberg, Ford, Father 
Coughlin campaign for 
America First
ed States 
19L39 is not friendly; mom is 
frightened.

SS. St. Louis

AMERICA IS NOT SUCH A FRIENDLY PLACE IN 1939

MY MOTHER RE-INVENTS HERSELF



Destination: Home of Professor Einstein
112 Mercer Street Princeton, NJ



Wiedergewonnene Freiheit

Freedom!

Uncle Albert gave my mother $200. 

Mom felt that to be independent, she must be able to drive. 

Uncle Albert thought it was a waste of money.



9.15.40 Ulm – Berlin  (train)

Berlin – Moscow (air) Govt. allowed only $4 ea     
(present value is $73.75 or 68.01 euro)

9.22.40 Trans-Siberian Express to Manchuli
9.27.40 Trkutsk (Lake Baikal)
9.2940 Russian-Manchurian frontier station of Otpor/ cross 

border to Manchuli

10.1.40 Arrive at Harbin China

10.2.40 Hsingking (capital Manchukuo)
10.3.40 Korean peninsula to Fusan

Depart for Shimonoseki Japan ( boat)
Take train to Kobe

10.4.40 Arrive Kobe, Japan
10.7.40 Kobe Japan:  SS Grover Cleveland to San Francisco

Delay to October 10 departure.

10.10.40 Leave Kobe, Japan
10.16.40 International dateline
10.19.40          Arrive Honolulu
10.25.40 Arrive San Francisco

FLIGHT FROM GERMANY!

MY GRANDPARENTS,
LEOPOLD AND FRIDA HIRSCH 

It took another year to arrange exit 
visas for my grandparents.  The 
western route was no longer an 
option. 

They traveled six weeks, across three 
continents, making 12 stops from Ulm 
to San Francisco via train, air, and 
ship.  

Einstein paid their way, a debt he 
later forgave in writing.
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My mother’s older brother, Uncle 
Fritz stayed in Ulm working with a 
lawyer.. 

Letter from Albert Einstein to my 
grandmother, Frida,  about getting 
an Affidavit Uncle Fritz. 

Einstein tried to help him leave in 
1941 but the affidavit got stuck in 
the bureaucracy.

Fritz could not get out  and was 
arrested by the Gestapo.



As he boarded the train to 
Auschwitz, Uncle Fritz produced 
papers from my great grandfather, 
Moritz Hirsch, who left Wankheim
in 1855 at 14. He become a U.S. 
citizen, but 20 years later returned 
to Ulm and started a family and a 
store. 

Fritz convinced the Nazis, he was 
American by birthright, and so 
was taken to POW camp, Ilag VII, 
in Laufen, Germany. 



z

Fritz Hirsch, in Ilag
VII, Laufen with 
American POWs, 
1944.



z

IRONY!

Fritz is 
released 

in prisoner 
exchange



z

Dear Cousin,

Congratulations. 

Of course, I will sign the 

requested 

documents. 

Yours, 

Albert



zEinstein sponsors 

Fritz and Grete if they 

marry.

Provides proof of 

income and position 

at Institute of 

Advanced Studies, 

assets and pledges 

support.
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file:///Users/KarenCarlson2/Desktop/scans%20Ron/telegram%20leave%20algiers%20for%20philadelphia%20120345.webarchive
file:///Users/KarenCarlson2/Desktop/scans%20Ron/telegram%20leave%20algiers%20for%20philadelphia%20120345.webarchive
file:///Users/KarenCarlson2/Desktop/scans%20Ron/telegram%20leave%20algiers%20for%20philadelphia%20120345.webarchive
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When Fritz is 

released 

from the 

camp, 1945

Einstein says 

IT’S A 

MIRACLE !



New Beginnings



Leopold, Frida and Anneliese 

reunited in the USA



EINSTEIN HELPED MY 
GRANDFATHER GET HIS FIRST 
JOB IN THE US!    

MY OPA WROTE A FIVE PART 
STORY OF THEIR EXODUS 
FROM GERMANY, PUBLISHED 
IN THE SAN FRANCISCO 
NEWS.



EINSTEIN REFUSED REPAYMENT FOR HIS 
FINANCIAL HELP



Anneliese und ihr erster  Ehemann Fred

Rosendahl

Einstein writes to my grandparents how much he likes my 
mother’s first husband Fred Rosendahl. On April 2, 1943, he 
writes,  “I was very happy about the visit of Anneliese and 
her wonderful husband.  He looks like a robust left over 
from the Maccabee’s time, i.e. Like a solid rock.  Very best 
regards to both of you.”



Insert picture from Jackson heights-

Reunited in NY: Anneliese, Jerry (baby) in Leopold’s arms, 
Frida (Fred Rosendahl’s mother, Fritz, Grete and Frida. Fred 
Died in 1948 in Miami.  My mother was a widow at 27.



The 
following 
year I 
am born. 



Widowed at 27, Anneliese is introduced to a Yugoslav 
doctor, Armin Glinert, by her mother-in-law. 
He proposes on the first date. Six months 
later they marry and Ann moves to Chicago. 



INVITATIONS AND 
AND TRIPS TO ULM

1977 On my own

1997 Reunion

2004 Albert Einstein’s 125th

birthday

2012 Synagogue opening

2018 Lecture and research

2019 Research

2021-22 Research

2023``````````````Research

2024 Museum Opening

2025 Speaking, Research



Einstein 
Helped 
Other 
Relatives 
with Letters 
and 
Affidavits



Family found
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Remembering 
Those We Lost



With thanks to Diane Afoumado of the 
USHMM, she located my father’s 
records through the ITS:

“For I am Jewish, all my family was put 
into a concentration camp where they 
have lost their lives……all my property 
was confiscated.”
(Zemun Concentration Camp)”

Dr. Armin V. Glinert M.D.



ILKA GLINERT

My Grandmother (Paternal)
Murdered: Sajmiste KZ Camp near Belgrade, 1942 



Salomon, 
Bertha, and 
Harry 
Abrahamowicz

1939 Escape from Vienna
Oct 1941 Salomon shot near Sabac
Yugoslavia; Spring 1942 Bertha died in gas 
van in Sajmiste; Harry lost. 



Richard Abrahamowicz 
(alias Richard George Arlen)
1923-1944
X-Troop
Bayeax Memorial
Normandy, France

Escaped Vienna to England

Put in British Internment Camp

Then shipped to Australia with Nazis. 

Offered Commando Opportunity

Killed Normandy June 7, 1944



Moses Abrahamowicz
and 13 relatives
(My father’s uncle and family) 
Kupka, Romania 
(now Ukraine)

• Mass Shooting /Liquidation of all Jews 

• Mass grave

• Report from In Unum: "the shooting 
was carried out by the 13th 
Mountain Hunter Battalion 
(Gebirgsjäger) on July 8, 
1941. This unit was led by a 
Romanian Augustin Marineu. The 
bodies of the victims were buried 
in two graves. One of these 
graves, containing 18 bodies, is 
on land adjoining the house of 
ABRAMOVITCH Mozes
Davidovich.



Pecs, Hungary

27 members of the Löwy family taken to Auschwitz
1944



Robert Hirsch
1857-1939

Lawyer 

Mother’s great-Uncle (brother of Moritz Hirsch)

Also Uncle of Fritz Bauer, Prosecutor who led the Massad to Eichmann

Committed Suicide after Kristallnacht

My brother named for him



WÄLDER MARTHA GEB. HIRSCH
1878-1942
Sister of my Opa Hirsch
Deported to Riga 
Shot in the forest





Hugo Moos and 
Jenny Hilb Moos and 
many other cousins



Lotte Strauss
18 years old
1921-1939
Suicide



Sophie Scholl and my mother were the same age.  They attended 
the Mädchen Ober Real Schule.  All my life, my mother 
maintained a deep silence when it came to the bitter events 
leading up to leaving her beloved Ulm.  It was only when we 
returned to Germany together in the 1990s that she began to look 
back. 

One person who stood out, perhaps more than the others, was 
her school friend, Sophie Scholl, who with her older brother Hans, 
belonged to a war resistance group, the White Rose. Caught 
passing out leaflets by a janitor, they were arrested and beheaded 
four days later. Their bravery and sacrifice affected my mom 
deeply. She would never forget the White Rose.  

In a letter to my grandparents in the 1940s, Albert Einstein sent 
condolences to Sophie’s father, Herr Scholl. 

May 9, 1921 –
February 22, 1943
BEHEADED



Many First Cousins of Albert Einstein  
murdered in the Shoa: he could not save them

• Lina Einstein, daughter of August Einstein, deported to Theresienstadt 
and Treblinka
•Bertha Hoffheimer
•Marie Wessel(geb. [Jette] Dreyfuss), Theresienstadt
•Hugo Moos, son of Frederike and Adolf Moos, Theresienstadt
• Julius Moos, son of Frederike and Adolf Moos, Theresienstadt
• Family of Robert Einstein, son of Jakob Einstein, Rignano sull'Arno, 

Italy
•Anna Steiner (geb. Dreyfuss), Theresienstadt

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rignano_sull%27Arno


I thought the Holocaust had nothing 
to do with me; 
I was wrong!



Einstein fought against 
Facism, Racism and 
Antisemitism

Today we feel echoes of the 
1930s. 



TODAY IN AMERICA AND THE WORLD:

• Rise of the right wing

• Threats to peace, democracy, 
human rights

• Deportations

• Fake News

• Attacks on “Other-ness”

• Blame Migrants

• Attacks on Diversity, Inclusion 
and Equity

• Attacks on the poor, on 
medical care, on food 
assistance

• Threats to arrest opponents

• Use of the military against 
citizens

• Attacks on the rule of law

• Book banning

• Attacks on science

• Attacks on free thought



First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—

because I was not a socialist. 

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak 

out—because I was not a trade unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—

because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me, but there was no one to speak out for 

me. 
-Martin Niemöller



• What will you do? 

• Who will be next? 

• Your neighbor? 

• Your friend? YOU?

• What can we do?

• What would Einstein do?

• Let’s work together. 

• We must. 



The Next Generation at the Opening of Die Einsteins, 
July 4, 2024, Ulm, DE

THANK YOU!


